Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 RABAT 02761 201202Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 EUR- 12 ISO-OO IO-13 CIAE-00 DODE-OO 
PM-04 H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 
PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 ARA-06 /097 W 

210202Z 101026/64 

R 201134Z MAY 77 
FM AMEMBASSY RABAT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1957 
INFO AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 
AMEMBASSY TUNIS 
USMISSION USUN 

CONFIDENTIAL RABAT 2761 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PFOR MO CU 

SUBJECT: CUBAN-MOROCCAN RELATIONS 
REF: RABAT 2347 (NOTAL) 

1 . EGYPTIAN AMBASSADOR TOLD ME MAY 19 THAT, ACCORDING TO EASTERN 
EUROPEAN DIPLOMATIC SOURCES IN RABAT, CUBAN CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
HAD RECENTLY TAKEN A FORMAL DECISION TO RECOGNIZE THE POLISARIO 
AS A LIBERATION MOVEMENT. CUBAN EMBASSY IN RABAT HAD THEREFORE 
BEEN INSTRUCTED TO PREPARE FOR BREAK IN DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS AT 
MOROCCAN INITIATIVE, IN WHICH CASE EAST GERMANS TO LOOK AFTER 
CUBAN INTERESTS. 

2. COMMENT: THIS REPORT REMAINS TO BE VERIFIED. IF, HOWEVER, 

THE CUBANS HAVE IN FACT NOW INCREASED THEIR PUBLIC IDENTIFICATION 
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WITH POLISARIO, FOLLOWING FOREIGN MINISTER LARAKI’S STRONG 
STATEMENT CRITICIZING CUBAN VIEWS ON ZAIRE (REFTEL), MOROCCANS 
COULD FEEL COMPELLED TO SHOW FIRMNESS WITH CUBA AS A WAY OF 
DISCOURAGING OTHERS FROM UNFAVORABLE SHIFTS ON THE SAHARA 
ISSUE. 

ANDERSON 
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